Effect of mepacrine on gastric motility in the rat.
Mepacrine given orally to rats inhibits gastric motility; its blocking effect is comparable to that of chloroquine, papaverine, and drotaverine, but less expressed than that of bencyclane. Similarly as the delayed gastric emptying induced by chloroquine, the effect of mepacrine is antagonized by acetyl-beta-methylcholine in a dose-related fashion, while that of papaverine, drotaverine, and bencyclane remains unchanged after treatment with the cholinomimetic drug.